
Effective June 27, 2010

Fares

These changes are necessary to 
help close the budget shortfall the County 
is experiencing. In addition, Ride On fare 
changes are designed to make transfers 
between Metrobus and Ride On easier by 
keeping fares for the two transit systems compatible.  

Montgomery County Department of Transportation
Division of Transit Services

101 Monroe Street, 5th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850
www.rideonbus.com

Montgomery County Information, call 311
Outside of Montgomery County 240-777-0311

TTY 240-773-3556

Fares, Passes and Cash
Fare using SmarTrip Card….……..…….….........................................    $1.50

Cash/Tokens.….................................................................................    $1.70

The Regional One Day Pass...............................................................    No longer sold

Local bus transfer using SmarTrip….....…..........................................    Free 

Metrorail to Ride On SmarTrip Transfer..............................................    $1.00 

The transfer period...........................................................................   Reduced from 3 hours to 2 hours

Express Ride On (Route 70) fares

Express paid with SmarTrip………........................................…......    $3.65

Express cash fare or token ............................................................   $3.85

SmarTrip transfer from Metrorail …............................…................   $3.15

SmarTrip transfer from local bus …..…..........................................   $2.15

Boarding with Weekly or Monthly Pass- Additional Paid with Cash   $2.15

Kids Ride Free
The Kids Ride Free.............................................................................  Suspended. See “Youth” (Back panel)

Seniors 
The seniors Ride Free program .........................................................    Suspended most hours

See “Seniors” (Inside panel)
Persons with Disabilities
The fare programs for persons with disabilities..................................    Suspended most hours. 

See “Persons with Disabilities” (Inside)

The Code Red/Ride Free Program.................................................    Suspended

Metrobus Weekly Pass is still sold and is accepted by both Ride On 
and Metrobus. It is good from Sunday through Saturday of a certain 
week. It is sold at commuter stores, online and through the mail......    $15.00

Ride On Monthly Pass can be used on Ride On for the whole 
month. It is sold at the Transit Information Center, 
TRiPs commuter stores, and certain Giant Stores……........................    $30.00

Youth Fares
The Kids Ride Free program is suspended. 

However, youth under 18 can still purchase Youth 
Cruiser passes good for an entire month or for the
whole summer. The pass entitles holders to take
Ride On as much as they want at these rates: 
Monthly Youth Cruiser…..……………..…$11.00
Summer Youth Cruiser June 

through August….............................…$18.00

Youth Cruiser passes are available for sale at 
Ride On’s web site. Proof of age is required.  To
buy online with a credit card, or to get an order
form for ordering by mail, go to rideonbus.com,
click on “Fares” then “Buying Fare Media”. 
To buy the Cruiser in person, visit one of these 
retail outlets:

• TRiPs Commuter Stores (240) 773-8747 (TRiPS )

Silver Spring Friendship Heights
8413 Ramsey Ave. 17 Wisconsin Circle
Hours 7 AM to 5PM Hours 11 AM to 7 PM 

• Rockville
101 Monroe, 5th Floor
Rockville, MD
Hours 8AM to 4PM

• Takoma-East Silver Spring Center (TESS)
Montgomery County Health & Human Services 
8513 Piney Branch Rd., Silver Spring, MD
301-565-7675 
Hours Monday- Friday 9:00 AM -3:00 PM 

Title VI
Montgomery County assures that no person shall,
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin,
as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Civil Rights Act of 1987, be 
excluded from the participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity. 
For more information or to file a complaint, 
please contact the Montgomery County Office of
Human Rights.



SmarTrip is an electronic fare card with many benefits. It allows 
free transfers between local buses or a discount between 
Metrorail and bus. It saves you money every time you board 
versus using cash. Also, you can recover your balance if 
your SmarTrip is lost or stolen if you have registered the card.   

SmarTrip can be purchased in several ways:
1. Transit Stores- There are three in Montgomery County:

• Rockville
101 Monroe Street, 5th Floor, Rockville, MD 20850
Hours for sales of passes are from 8 AM to 4PM

• TRiPS Commuter Stores (240) 773-8747 (TRiPS )
Silver Spring Friendship Heights
8413 Ramsey Avenue 17 Wisconsin Circle
Hours 7 AM to 5PM Hours 11 AM to 7 PM

2. Many Giant Stores and CVS Pharmacy Stores are selling 
the card. The full list is at www.wmata.com under SmarTrip.    

3. Metrorail stations with parking – You can purchase a 
card for $10 at vending machines in the stations. This includes 
$5 for the cost of the card and $5 of fare value preloaded onto 
the card so you can use it immediately.

4. Online at www.rideonbus.com or www.metroopensdoors.com

Seniors
The Seniors Ride Free program has been suspended 
except between 9:30 AM and 3 PM Monday through Friday
on Ride On and Metrobus in Montgomery County.  

• If seniors are riding at other times than those above, half fare 
will be charged. You will need an appropriate ID:

Senior SmarTrip …………………..........................…….……..$.75
Seniors- Cash Fare …………………………................……….$.85
SmarTrip transfer from Metrorail…………............…………...$.25    
Senior Express Fares (Route 70)
SmarTrip ………..….……………….............................…..…$1.80
Cash ……………………………......….................................$1.90
SmarTrip transfer from Metrorail …….......................………$1.30
SmarTrip transfer from local bus……........................………$1.05
Boarding with Weekly Pass- Additional Paid with cash……..$1.05

• Seniors will continue to ride free with valid ID between 
9:30 AM and 3 PM Monday through Friday on Ride On and
Metrobus in Montgomery County. See list of Metrobus routes in
Montgomery County below*.

When boarding, to identify themselves as seniors, 
individuals must have one of the following identifications:

� Senior SmarTrip - During times 
that are free 9:30AM-3PM Monday
through Friday, show your SmarTrip 
to the bus operator. Do not touch
SmarTrip to the target on the 
fare card machine or you will be
charged a fare. At times when not 
free, please tap your Senior 
SmarTrip card. Make sure you have
money loaded on your card.

� Metro Senior ID

� Medicare Card along with a 
photo ID such as a driver’s license 

For simplicity, if you are 65 years or 
older, we encourage you to get a 
Senior SmarTrip card, especially if you
are riding Metrorail or other regional transit systems that 
do not offer free rides.  You may purchase a Senior SmarTrip at
Commuter Stores or Montgomery County libraries. See
www.wmata.com for a list of retail outlets that sell Senior Smar-
Trip. You will need proof of age when purchasing your SmarTrip.   

* These Metrobus routes are designated as Montgomery
County routes that are free to seniors 9:30AM – 3 PM Mon-
day through Friday when boarded in Montgomery County:
C2, C4, C8, F4, F6, J2, J3, K6, L8, Q2, Q4, Q6, T2, Y5, Y7, Y8,
Y9, Z2, Z6, Z8. These routes are subject to change.

Persons with Disabilities
The Persons with Disabilities Ride Free program has 
been modified and partially suspended for some.

• All persons with disabilities** may ride free with valid ID 
between 9:30 AM and 3 PM Monday through Friday on Ride On
and Metrobus in Montgomery County. See previous list of
Metrobus routes in Montgomery County under “Seniors” 
section*. 

• If persons with disabilities are riding at other times than those 
above, half fare will be charged unless they are MetroAccess 
certified**. You will need an appropriate ID:

Disabled SmarTrip ……………………………..............……....$.75
Disabled paying Cash Fare ……………......................……….$.85
SmarTrip transfer from Metrorail………...................………...$.25      
Persons with Disabilities Express Fares (Route 70)
SmarTrip ………..….…………………...............................…$1.80
Cash …………….………...……..................................….....$1.90
SmarTrip transfer from Metrorail …….......................………$1.30
SmarTrip transfer from local bus……........................………$1.05
Boarding with Weekly Pass- Additional Paid with cash……..$1.05

When boarding, the person with the disability** must 
have one of the following identifications:

� Metro Disabled Card 

� Medicare Card along with a 
photo ID such as a driver’s license

� MetroAccess Disabled Card/
Attendant Eligible - With this ID, 
**people with disabilities who are
also certified for MetroAccess may
ride free at all times. An attendant
also can ride 
with the person
who has the 
disability if that 
is part of the 
certification. 

Note- There will be changes in the MetroAccess program as
Metro starts their conditional certifications during the summer
2010. Separate information will be provided at that time.

SmarTrip®

Add Money to Your SmarTrip™
If you paid $5.00 for your SmarTrip or you have
used it for some trips, you will need to add money
to it. This is called “adding value”. You can do that
by going to a Metrorail station and using a blue
Passes and Farecard Machine. You can also add
value at many retail stores. Go to Metro’s website,
wmata.com for a complete list under “SmarTrip”
“Adding value”  You can add value on the bus. 
Directions on how to do this are below.

If you have questions about or trouble using 
SmarTrip, call 1-888-SmarTrip (762-7874) 
weekdays from 7 AM to 8 PM or send an
email to rcsc@smartrip.net

Adding value to a Smarttrip card 

at a bus fare box

DO NOT touch card 

to target yet, 

STEP 1. Push Add Value button

STEP 2. Touch card to target

STEP 3. Deposit money ot tokens

STEP 4. Touch card to target 
_______________________________

Then to pay the Regular Fare:

STEP 5. Touch card to target

Tear off this guide for easy reference to “Adding Value” on the bus.
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